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AGENDA ITEM 7 
 

HIGH PEAK BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

Report to Corporate Select Committee  
 

30th November 2015 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Appendices Attached - Appendix A –High Peak Design Guide – Draft for 
public consultation 

 
 
1. Reason for the Report 
 
1.1 A draft Design Guide has been completed for High Peak Borough Council. 

This document requires Member approval in order to engage in public 
consultation.  

 
2. Recommendation 

2.1 That Corporate Select Committee recommend that the Executive approve the 
draft Design Guide for the purposes of public consultation.  

 
3. Executive Summary 
 
3.1 The intention of the Design Guide is to conserve and enhance the natural and 

built environment, whilst promoting new and sustainable high quality design, 
which respects the distinctiveness of the each area. 
   

3.2 The document has been based upon the Peak District National Park Authority 
Design Guide and will be presented in a similar manner. The attached draft 
Design Guide for High Peak is text with some photographic examples. The 
final document will be heavily supplemented by relevant photographs using 
local examples prior to public consultation.  

 
3.2 The draft Design Guide for High Peak is now complete and needs to be 

subject to public consultation, prior to being formally adopted as 
Supplementary Planning Document.   

TITLE: High Peak Design Guide – Draft for public 
consultation  

 
PORTFOLIO HOLDER:  Councillor Tony Kemp – Deputy Leader  
 
CONTACT OFFICER:  Joanne Brooks – Conservation and Design  

  Officer 
   
WARDS INVOLVED:  Non-Specific 

http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/90211/designguide.pdf
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/90211/designguide.pdf
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4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities  
 
4.1 This report promotes the need for good design and secures high quality new 

developments within High Peak. This, in turn, is related to two of the Council’s 
corporate aims: 

 
 Support Economic Development & Regeneration 
 

• Encourage business start-ups and enterprises 
• Flourishing town centres that support the local economy 
• Promote tourism 
• High quality development and building control with an “open for 

business approach” 
 
 Protect and Improve the Environment 
 

• Effective recycling and waste management 
• Provision of high quality public amenities, clean streets and 

  environmental health 
• Provision of quality parks and open spaces 
• Car parking arrangements that meet the needs of residents, 

  businesses and visitors  
 

5. Options and Analysis 
 
5.1 A draft Design Guide for High Peak is attached in Appendix A. This guide has 

been produced to help applicants, agents and others to inspire and raise 
design standards.  

 
5.2 Its sets out to define what makes our traditional buildings seem right in their 

location, proportions and detailing. It will guide and promote new approaches 
to design that respect the intrinsic qualities and distinctiveness of High Peak. 
The objectives of the design guide are: 

 
• To conserve and enhance the beauty of the natural and built 

environment within High Peak. 
• To amplify and illustrate principles set out in the emerging High Peak 

Local Plan.  
• To help applicants, agents and others to inspire and to raise standards. 
• To promote the opportunity for new and sustainable approaches to 

design that respects the distinctive qualities of High Peak.  
 
5.3 In accordance with the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement it is 

proposed to consult the following groups on the content of the Design Guide.  
 

• Local Architects and Planning Agents 
• Local amenity groups, Parish Councils and special interest groups 
• Ward Councillors 
• Key Council Officers 
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5.4 A copy of the document will also be available to view on the Council’s web 
 site and a hard copy of the Design Guide will be available to view at local 
 Council offices and libraries. Following receipt of comments  a further report 
 will be prepared for the Council to consider. 
 
5.5 Public consultation will be carried out early in the new year. 

 
6. Implications 
 

6.1
  

Community Safety - (Crime and Disorder Act 1998) 
No implications 
 

6.2 Workforce 
No implications 
 

6.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment 
No implications 
 

6.4 Financial Considerations 
The Design Guide will be completed by in house staff.   
 

6.5 Legal 
No implications 
 

6.6 Sustainability 
Sustainability is at the heart of the Council’s design policies. The 
Council supports the use of sustainable design and construction 
methods and is committed to delivering new homes with 
environmentally sustainable design that helps to save the 
environment, energy, water and money. 
 

6.7 
 

Internal and External Consultation 
Consultation will be carried out as set in section 5 above.  

6.8 
 

Risk Assessment 
No significant issues have been identified.  

Dai Larner 
Executive Director - Place 
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Web Links and 
Background Papers 

Location Contact details 

Files kept electronically HPBC Design Guide Joanne Brooks 
Conservation and Design 
Joanne.brooks@ 
highpeak.gov.uk 
0345 129 77 77  
ext 3654. 

 
7. Background and Detail 
 
7.1  The importance of good design is recognised by the Government in its 

 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2012): 

 Good design is a key aspect of sustainable development, is indivisible from 
 good planning, and should contribute positively to making places better for 
 people” (NPPF, paragraph 56) 

7.2  The need for high quality development is also emphasised in the emerging 
 High Peak Local Plan. This document and other relevant supplementary 
 planning documents set out what the Council would  expect to see in 
 terms of securing good design within High Peak.   

7.3  This Design Guide will be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document 
 (SPD) and sets out the overarching principles in securing good design.  

7.4  Once adopted, the Design Guide will be a material consideration in all 
 planning decisions which involve  development in High Peak. It  will carry 
 considerable weight in decision making, having been subject to  scrutiny 
 and amendment through wide public consultation.  

7.5  The Guide is an adaptation of the Design Guide prepared and adopted by the 
 Peak District National Park Authority in 2007.  
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